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| | 1805 8 W in Mr. P. t 
9 e, that ſuch perſons as Jeſus Chriſt 
| and his diſciples } may probably have exiſted : anc 
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L 57 er « It may be ſo; and what then??? 
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_ he told us ar the ſame time, that it was a 
= matter of indifference; about which there | is no 
A ground, either to believe, or to diſbelieve,” what 
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. undertake to prove it by 
BY rica deduction? neither will 1 the being of Je. 
a fi Chriſt: ſince that is better confirmed than 


n nce of any one perſon. of antiquity what- | 
_ ſoever: ſo confirmed, that even Mr. P. has not 
dae effrontery to deny it: tho! at the ſame 
mme he has not the wit to concede it with a med, - 
1 #£7ace; but on the contrary, for this abſurd and 
1 1 page 63. | 5 
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was mythology *, ” is an fern nen „ 
reverſe” of truth, ſince it has been ſhewn by _— 
the ableſt writers on that ſubject, that the henthen 
mythology was founded upon ſacred hiſtory, and = 
Lion "early diſcoveries of the Chriſtian faitn. 
But we now attend to queſtions of more im- 
portance; and the firſt concerns the genuineneſs 
of the Goſpels, whether they are, or are not, the ' © 
productions of the individuals to whom they are 
 nſcribed/ Upon this point (ſays our oracle) — _ 
there is o ditect proof for, or againſt; 8 
chat iv tans of the caſe ploves, is doubrfilneſs : — 
and doubtfulneſs is the oppoſite of belief f.. 11 Fe; 
ſo, 11 am es for I always conſidered, un- 
belief, or rather disbelief, as that oppoſite. 2 
poſe, for inſtance, à propoſition is aſſerted, 1 
may take either the negative or the poſitive, . ; 
ther nn or diſbelie ve it; they are the op- 
oſite extremes: but if I doubt it, Trake neither, : 955 
nd my judgment between the two. 7 
hat the books of the New Teſtament are ge. 
nuine, that they were written by the perſhns whoſe . 1 
names they bear, and that the books we have, RT | 
are the ſame they wrote, we haye every proof a 
that could be * or viſhed. Dr. F, 
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and the Acts of the Apoſtles, are quoted, or al- 
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Rome, Hermas, Iain. Pol carp, 
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time of Ignatius, Who lived de forty- years 5 
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ee Writ- 


eligio e WP inet by 
is is proved to have been, cleatly-- 
ce caſe in he  rime of wan ee A. D. a. 
regularly continued d to che 


9 


1 : Pl 8 I 
PRs x 8 7 E594 Poon WY We £2” - 5 ** 


£ 

* 

V6 8 * . 5 5 1 
. 4 : . l v 3 4 "4 


6. 8 « Commenraries were antiently written upon. - 
rmed out of them ; 


made of them into: different hngrages.” \ The,” 5 
firſt harmony of the four mage 
Tatian, the diſciple of Juſtin 


SY * 


* 
* 


LO. 4 


. 66 differs from ours very little, and in 
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| Maſbofthe an wrote commenaaies upon the 
- canonical books of the New Teſtament, and for 


the three firſt centuries (with a ſingle exception) 
| onchem on The moſt ancient verſion is the 


r or e It; on in regular nong 
the Syrian chriſtians from that time to hs. pre- 
ſent; and which, as Mr. 2 _——_ though 
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by many heretics as 0 er Went u n. 
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deen changed or Altered, the thing ke for-it-  - 
elk Dr. Lardner ſays, of That 1 in the remaining 

works of Irenzus, Clement of Alexandria, a 
Tertullian, who all lived in the two firſt centuries, 
there are more and larger quotations of the ſmall 
volume of the New Teſtament, than of all the 
works of Cicero, by writers of all characters, 
for ſeveral ages f. There are alſo a conſider- 
able number of quotations in Clemens Romanus, 
Barnabas, Ignatius, and other fathers of the firſt 
century : inſomuch that i it has been aſſerted, that 
if our preſent, books were loſt, they might be 

| nearly reſtored: by quotations in the antients. 
Now then, if they have been changed, this is 
eaſily detected: let us have ocular demonſtra- 'F 
tion of it: produce the paſſages and we are open 
to conviction; but if they agree, as moſt cer- 
 tainly they do in every material circumſtance, we 

have A "right to tm a not to e N mort 5 5 
Bur has it not be en faid We even wes Oaks Antigen 
writers? Some people will ſay any thing: let 
them prove it. Mr. P. hath a 2 = : 
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ly's Evidence,” Vol. I. p. 30 6. 3 
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2 various readings of the Yer bo” 5 
Fr det doe > of i its fundamental facts or 5 
and indeed chiefly concern the orthography, 
idiom, or other matters of very inferior and i in -- 
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_ guſtine, who quotes (to refute) ſome objections of this kind 
from one Faufte, [he means Fauftus] a Manichean. The ſol- 
e e (p- 86.) has almoſt as many errors as words ; I 
notice ſome which will be ſufficient to ſet aſide the whole, 
% The Mazichtions {which muſt mean the Manic 
nicheans] who formed a very numerous ſe#? at the communce- 8 
ment of chriſtianity, [then of courſe they could not be chriſ- = 
tians ; for they muſt have exiſted before chriſtianity 
" could not be numerous, much-leſs very numerous at its 5 
commencement : "the fa is, they aroſe in the ad century; but 
ever were ver they however, it is ſaid, ** rejected | 
as falſe, all the New Teftament,” This is erroneous, for this 
ſet, who were more infidels than chriſtians, believed in two 
gods, a good and evil one, and- rejected the Old Teſta - 
ment, yet * received, (ſays Dr. Lardner) moſt or all the 
- fame books of the New Teſtament which the catholics re- 
ceived.” (See Paley's Evidences, Vol. I. p. 281.0 But this 


| nene, with the exception, in ſome degree of 


Foauſc us, and a few other individuals. © The Corinthians” 
in the next clauſe ſhould be Cerinthians and ſo this nate goes 
on, lying and blundering to the end: the blunders I ſuppoſe, 
wy Mr: 5. 55 . falſehodds, TX * are only borrowed. 
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other beſore him, 2 perhaps in ha a 5 
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been with each other. 155 p< | 

e That hough they were allwricten with one 5 | 


8 „For inſtance, Matthew ſays, the. angel anion the. . 

| conception- to Joſeph, Luke to Mary: but ib it not poſſible. e 
that an angel might appear twice Again, when Herod flew 

te babes of Bethlehem, Mr. F, wonders What became. " 

- John; but who told him John was born at Bethlebem 58e 

Mark ſays it was the third hoar (namely, from ſun riſe) „ 

when Chriſt was crucified. John ſays, it was the fixth ke. 

| [of the preparation of ihe paſſover, which began about three 

o clock in the morniog ;] een „ 
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authors having at _ 
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ant view, to recommend the truth of c- 
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Jjecks in view. | Maithew probably wrote in He 
brew (perhaps both in Greek. and Hebrew) and 
his object ſeems to be, to prove the mefſiahſhip of 
Jeſus according to the method of the Jews, by 
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if it mean that the diſagreement of the parts 'of a We 
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with him. 
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II. 2. She runs immediately 
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38. Peter and John run . 
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up and goes firſt in, and then 


John follows; both ſee nothing 
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week M. Magdalen came to the | 
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ark compariſon of the Eyangeliſts themſelves, 
it has given me great ſatisfa&tion to find my own 


| ideas cd-incide very nearly with thoſe of Mr. Weſt 
and. Dr. Doddridge > particularly in the cir- 
ceumſtance of Peter going twice to the ſepulchre; 


© the firſt time upon the report of its being empty, 


and the ſecond time, upon | hearing of the angelic 
2arances: firſt to examine the tomb along with 


* and the ſecond time by himſelf to ſee the 
angels; a circumſtance ſo much in union with 


the character and diſpoſition of the Apoſtle, that 
I wonder it did not occur to former commentators. 
And by this natural ſuppoſition, I think- myfelf 
fully juſtified in ſaying that not only are all the 
Evangeliſts agreed, but agree in ſuch a manner as 
can only be accounted for by admitting the rey. 


ol the fact, and the veracity of the relators. 


Had the evangeliſts invented the ſtory in con- 
bare. they would certainly, like other impoſ- 
have been careful to agree better in the 
nes, : had they invented ſeparate and 
diſtinct tales, it is bardiy oflible that they ſhovid 
have agreed ſo exactly in the ſacts. So that their 


5 harmony in all the leading facts, and the eaſy 


manner in which the circumſtances may be made 
to coincide, is with me a 1 N * the 
fedibilicy of the whole. | Sn api 2 
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vhy did Jeſus appear ſo often to his diſciples, and 
never to his enemies, or to the nation at large * 
I anſwer, for the cleareſt and moſt ſatisfactor7 
reaſon in the world. - He appeared repeatedly | 
to them for their ſatisfaction and conſolation. He 


did not do ſo ho his enemies, nor to the people at Ty" 


large,- becauſe his appearance was not intended 
for their conviction or converſion. Many were 
| juſtly: given up to their own obduracy of heart and 
having ſinned (as 1 ſuppoſe moſt deiſts will ac- 
knowledge) in the . crucifixion . of Jeſus - againſt 


every proof of his i innocency, they had no claim 


to the brighter evidences of his reſurrection. This | % 1 
vas not indeed the caſe with all: but thoſe that 


were converted, it was not by the perſonal fight of 
Jeſus, nor merely by the miracles of his Apoſtles, 


bur by that . fooliſhneſs of preaching” bywhich 1 


Goch is pleaſed to ſave them that believe 575 ; 
As to poſterity, 8 have. ſhewn i in my 2 5 


pamphlet, that the evidence required would hae. 


made little or no difference to us f. 
With reſpect to the poſſibility of a mea . 
and the ridicule beſtowed on that JOS "9 on 
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dale to refer our learned Qu Fiſt to a 

m have alen“ within a che compatf tie rain. 
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| The words (verſe 15) until this day he cites to 5 — Ye 


them not written by Matthew. But fix or ſeven years after- 
_ wards ſeem ſufficient to account for the exprefſion. But how 
to account for Mr. P':, making Matthew anſwerable 
folly of the Jews, in reporting and. believi: is ere ae 
related, I cannot tell; becauſe I am unwilling to call it a de- 
figned and malicious miſre preſentation. If ſome where fools 
for telling and others for believing ſuch a tale, what was 
that to Matthew? He ſimply ſays they did ſo, and we e 
other teilimonies of the fact. (See Doddridge in Loe.) 
There is another way fill more ſatis factory to myſel ve : 
account ſor the former difficulty, but I would mention it with, - 
difidence. 1 ſuppo'e Matthew to have been written originally 
in Hebrew about A. D. 38, and to have tra d his own gol- 
pel into Greek with ſome variations and additions, about Us 
| NY which time A _ 2 inſerted. «ds, che 


anſwers But it m. 
Te mend he takes, to deſtroy che credit of two of 
by” ee TG Paul and Peter. 


A cannot here enter into che juſtification of Il che 
olary writing of the New Teſtament, nor has 
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he — him. Cowardly bb 1aviour, it 
true; but ſurely well compenſated, by the devo- 
tion of his remaining life to labours, ſufferings, | 
and death in his cauſe and ſervice. And his 
future teſtimony is rather ſtrengthened than other- ; 
wiſe, when all the circumftances are confidered. N 
The attack in e is lt 'more 
e "He'does't not pre nd to have been el to 
6 any ol the ſcenes told of the reſurrection and the 
cenſion Nor do we pre eten he was ſo. He 
t he had not believed them; True; 
converſion; it would have been very 
ſtrange if he had. He did not believe the re- 
ion of "Jeſus, till he ſaw. him riſen; and 
heard Him ſpeak from heaven: but he 
did not believe without evidence is that Aa reaſon 
1 ſhould not believe "with? The more incre- 
dulous he was be rehand,” the more credible is 
his teſtimony afterwar His c arafter . has 
in it a great deal of vidldnce and fanaticiſm”'—h , 
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